
 
WOODHAVEN-BROWNSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE MEETING – TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 

 
The Woodhaven-Brownstown Board of Education met in special session on Tuesday, November 17, 
2020 at Patrick Henry Middle School, 24824 Hall Road, Woodhaven, Michigan. Public notice was 
provided at mywbsd.org.   
 
The meeting was called to order by Supt. Greathead at 5:31 p.m. 
 
The following Board Members were present:  Vice President Mikki Bertin-Kelsay, Secretary Rob Harris, 
Treasurer Jenn Padgett, and Trustees Bruce Burke and Laura Berry 
 
The following Board Members were absent:  President Cara Pimer and Trustee Shannon Bauer-Perry 
 
Present but not a part of roll call:  Exec. Asst. Melanie Abair 

 
1. Motion by Burke, supported by Berry, to approve the agenda, as recommended. 

Ayes: 
Nays: none 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2. Hearing of the Public  
No action was taken. 
 

3. Discussion of May 2021 Proposed Bond 
  Mr. Greathead shared with the Board talking points of the potential May 2021 bond  

• Discussed mill rate, noted this would be a “no tax rate increase” bond 
• Noted 2021 is the last year the district can seek a no tax rate increase bond as the 2015 

seven mill levy will begin to decline and once the seven mills are off the tax rolls, any millage 
the district could seek will be a tax increase 

• Reported the communities that passed bonds in August 2020 did so at a 92% pass rate and 
in May 2020, the pass rate was 100% 

o Concern was expressed that this will likely be the only issue on the ballot and to 
make no assumptions it will pass; concerns expressed of the senior community 
being hesitant to support, although it has been very supportive of past bonds  

o Does the community understand the value of their homes and how home values are 
linked to the schools 

o Would need to highlight the relationship between community and school and the 
direct impact each has on the other (home values) 

o Would want to take advantage of relationships with Del Webb – after Board approval, 
should begin promoting early - especially with the change in absentee voting 
requirements 

o 2015 bond is still fresh in the community, could that be a deterrent for voters 
• Reviewed what the new mill rate would look like over time 
• Discussion of the district moving to a 10-year bond cycle with the 2021 bond being drawn up 

with that in mind (a close look was taken at the district’s needs over the next 10 years) 
o District must present factual info and not push for support; grassroots campaign 

could and we’d look to bring that committee back into play as we did for the last two 
bonds 

o District cannot commit any resources to the bond or advocate for a yes vote, 
however, Board Members are permitted to advocate for a yes vote 
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• Discussion of a 4-series bond (every two years) at $36 million in each series but not 
committed to that as the district may reallocate distribution based on the need at the time of 
each phase – cannot exceed initial amount approved by voters 

• Ballot language restricts the use of bond funds so the language would need to be broad 
enough to cover the needs for 10 years 

• Presented the Board with an updated facilities assessment completed by Plante Moran in 
2/2020 (rolling assessment with updates) – potential critical and deferred items identified 
(mechanical, equipment, technology, roofing, parking lots, athletic facilities) 

Timeline: 
• 11/24 – application due to Dept. of Treasury (Thrun Law will handle) 
• 12/2 – team meets with Treasury who gives feedback for changes 
• 12/8 – Board to take action to approve application 
• 12/9 & 12/10 – architectural firm interviews (plan is to interview five firms)  
• 12/9 – final application submitted to Treasury 
• Early January – interviews with construction management firms (possibility of bringing on 

more than one firm to work on specific projects - elementary/secondary) 
• 1/26 – Board to approve specific ballot language 

Vision: 
• Includes all buildings meeting critical and deferred needs over a 10-year period 
• Supt. Greathead shared his vision of what the bond could entail 
• Discussion ensued on the following topics: possible realignment, specific renovations to 

elementary/secondary buildings, community education program; early childhood needs 
• Supt. Greathead seeking input from Board Members on their vision for the district 
• As the district has become a “destination for excellence, this bond issue becomes “sustaining 

excellence” 
 

4. Hearing of the Public 
No action was taken.  
 

5. Adjournment 
President Pimer adjourned the meeting at 6:28 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

______________________________________
Rob Harris, Secretary 

Prepared by: Melanie Abair  


